**This page is the actual assignment.**

The pages that follow are there to give you some help gathering ideas and writing.

2015-16 Common Application Essay Prompts

The Common Application will retain the current set of first-year essay prompts for 2014-15, without any edits or additions. The essay length will continue to be capped at 650 words. The feedback received from member colleges and school counselors has been positive. The essay prompts will be reviewed on an annual basis to ensure that they continue to serve students and member colleges well.

The essay prompts are as follows:

· Some students have a background or story that is so central to their identity that they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story.   

· Recount an incident or time when you experienced failure.  How did it affect you, and what lessons did you learn?

· Reflect on a time when you challenged a belief or idea.  What prompted you to act? Would you make the same decision again?

· Describe a place or environment where you are perfectly content.  What do you do or experience there, and why is it meaningful to you?

· Discuss an accomplishment or event, formal or informal, that marked your transition from childhood to adulthood within your culture, community, or family.

The assignment: Using one of the above Common Application prompts, write a personal statement of no more than 650 words.  It must be typed in MLA format.  Bring it with you on the first day of school.
**The remaining pages are meant to help get you** **thinking about your content and what your audience** **will be expecting.**

How to Write a Personal Statement
UNM Prof. Elizabeth Archuleta, The University of New Mexico
Through a personal statement, you introduce yourself to the university; it reflects your personality and intellect. It is important that you read each question carefully and make every effort to understand and respond to it with well-considered responses and in a persuasive enough manner to hold the reader’s interest.

1. Understand and Explain Yourself 
One of the main problems when writing is that applicants fail to take a thorough and analytical look at themselves and their objectives. Admission committee members are looking for interesting, insightful, revealing, and non-generic essays that suggest you have successfully gone through a process of careful reflection and self-examination.

2. Set Yourself Apart 
Committees are looking for something PERSONAL and ANALYTICAL. This means sharing information you rarely share with others and assessing your life more critically than usual. This approach is key to a successful personal statement.

Exercise: In order to begin writing your personal statement – your story—you’ll need to answer some basic questions to prepare yourself.

Questions:

· What is special, unique, distinctive, or impressive about you or your life story? What details of your life (personal or family problems/ history, any genuinely notable accomplishments, people or events that have shaped you or influenced your goals) might help the committee better understand you or help set you apart from other applicants?

· When did you originally become interested in this field and what have you since learned about it—and about yourself—that has further stimulated your interest and reinforced your conviction that you are well suited to this field? This does not mean that you should write, “Why I want to be a lawyer.” Instead, tell what insights you have gained from certain experiences that reinforce your decision to go to law school

· How have you learned about this field—through classes, readings, seminars, work or other experiences, internships, or conversations with people already in the field.

· If work experiences have consumed significant periods of time during your college years, what have you learned (leadership or managerial skills, for example), and how has the work contributed to your personal growth?

· What are your career goals?

· Are there any gaps or discrepancies in your academic record that you should explain (great grades and mediocre LSAT scores, for example, or a distinct improvement in you GRA if it was only average in the beginning?

· Have you had to overcome any unusual obstacles or hardships (e.g., economic, familial, physical) in your life?

· What personal characteristic (integrity, compassion, persistence, for example) do you possess that would enhance your prospects for success in the field or profession? Is there a way to demonstrate or document that you have these characteristics?

· What skills (leadership, communicative, analytical, for example) do you possess? 

· Why might you be a stronger candidate for graduate school—and more successful and effective in the profession or field—than other applicants?

· What are the most compelling reasons you can give for the admissions committee to be interested in you?
Tell a Story 
Be truthful and stick to the facts; yet, think of your personal statement in the terms of writing a story. You want to write something that is fresh, lively, and different, to put yourself ahead of the other applicants. A personal statement MUST be MEMORABLE. One of the worst things you can do with your personal statement is to bore the admissions committee, yet that is exactly what most applicants do. Review your life very carefully (get help from family or friends if necessary) for facets or experiences that reveal an unusual dimension related to your professional goals or that could serve as evidence of your suitability for being a lawyer.

Find an Angle 
If you are like most people, your life story might well lack significant drama, so figuring out a way to make it interesting becomes the big challenge. Finding an angle is vital. Brainstorm for ideas that emphasize your exceptional qualities, goals, past performances.

Concentrate on Your Opening Paragraph 
Keep in mind when composing your statement that the lead or OPENING PARAGRAPH IS generally the MOST IMPORTANT. Here you either GRAB the readers attention or lose it. If you are telling a story you will use this first paragraph to introduce the elements most relevant to that story—and the ones that will hold greatest interest for the reader.

Tell Who You Are 
The committee needs to get a sense of who you are, what makes you tick, and how you are different from other applicants. They should be interested in you, eager to hear more, impressed that
what you are saying to them is not what they have read a thousand times before.

Sometimes a personal statement can be perfectly well written in terms of language and grammar, but disastrous in lacking punch or impact and in being totally off the mark concerning what it chooses to present about the applicant. Remember, what is most important about your personal statement is what you say and how you say it! Be selective about what you tell the admissions committee.

What you choose to say in your statement is, again, very much a reflection of you, because it shows the committee what your priorities are, what you consider to be important. The personal statement is often an indication, too, of your judgment, so be careful and give a great deal of thought to what you write. Think about yourself, your background, and your experiences and abilities to develop a strategy.

Other Things To Consider
· Determine what you would tell an admission committee member if you had five minutes to answer the question “What is most important for us to know about you?” This exercise will force you to do the type of thinking that must precede the preparation of an effective personal statement.

· Do not make the mistake of trying to guess what the admissions committee is looking for, and do not just write what you think the committee wants to hear. Such ploys are highly obvious to admissions people and can be detrimental to your cause.

· Be selective. Don’t introduce inappropriate material or get into so much detail that your judgment can be called into question.

· Try to maintain a positive and upbeat tone. Overall, you want to project confidence and enthusiasm.

· Be specific when appropriate and use details.

· Adhere to stated word limits. Do not give them reason to toss your application packet

· Be meticulous (type and proof read your essay carefully and have others read it too).

· If a school wants to know why you are applying to it rather than another school, do a bit of research if necessary to find out what sets your choice apart from other universities or programs. If the school setting would provide an important geographical or cultural change for you, this might be a factor to mention.

· Are you providing something more than a recitation of information available elsewhere in the application? Do not repeat information that you have already included in other documents.

· Are you avoiding obvious clichés? For example, a medical school applicant who writes that he is good at science and wants to help other people is not exactly expressing an original thought.
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Essay Tips for Rising Seniors

Posted on Thursday, May 15th, 2014 
Post by Dr. Kristen 

HYPERLINK "http://www.applicationbootcamp.com/about-michele-mimi-our-team/"
Willmott
4 key essay tips for rising seniors:

1.) With rare exceptions, your main essay for the Common Application should be about your main academic interest, with added information on your research, writing, courses, & college-level work that connects to that main academic interest. Become a defined, standout scholar in the field of biophysics or art history or classics, for example, and then have work/writing/courses/research/labwork to back up that interest.

2.) The request for a “why essay” from a college should no longer be a shock to anyone; it’s common and it’s contagious for colleges –they are all asking (for the most part) and they all want to know. Prep for these essays as early as you can – during college visits, as you research college websites, as you engage in a dialogue with alumni, etc. ‘Why’ essays have a few different prompts, most of which ask the same thing:

· “Why School X?”
· “How will you contribute to the School X community?”
· “What aspects of School X appeal to you?”
· “What are your goals for attending School X?”
· A few are more specific. For instance, NYU asks about how you intend to engage with the city of New York.
Rework all of these questions by asking yourself:

“Why should School X – a prestigious, respected, appealing institution with fantastic faculty, tremendous resources, a lovely campus, and a football team that plays on TV – admit you, out of a pool of eager, highly qualified candidates?”

3.) Choose your words carefully. Most college essays have a word limit. That means you need to carefully consider every word you enter into the Common Application, whether it’s a main essay, a supplement, a why essay, etc. Boston College has a website that offers “action words” for students prepping resumes. Admissions officers want to read about the action you’ve taken, the progress you’ve made, the work you are doing, the scholarly evidence you offer –so action words are key here! (*Mrs. Newbright’s note: you can access Boston College’s list of action verbs by visiting http://www.workbc.ca/WorkBC/media/WorkBC/Documents/Docs/action-verbs-for-resumes.pdf).

4.) Bear in mind that there are many components to your applications. Essays are not the only 

piece in your admissions profile that you’ll present to colleges, but they do matter and they are (especially as college interviews become less and less common) a great way to show who YOU are outside of the numbers you’ll present (scores, grades, rank, etc.). UVA admissions officers were quoted in a Washington Post article from last year stating, “The essays are our favorite part.” Admissions officers, for the most part, are excited to learn about you, to read your work, to hear your experiences. (Also, check out the above link to the Washington Post article, as it offers a telling glimpse into the path of a college application at 4 different colleges.)
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING A PERSONAL STATEMENT WORKSHEET

The Personal Statement Worksheet will lead you through some of the same thought processes you will have to go through to draft your actual personal statement.  It will also provide the Fellowships Adviser with a great of deal of information and insight.  You should end up with a lot of material to use in the personal statement itself.  

In your personal statement worksheet, answer each of the following questions.  Give yourself enough time and space to develop your ideas, but think about what details to include.  Total length should not be much more than 5 double-spaced pages.  Strive not to repeat yourself too much.  Write clearly and carefully, but don’t get obsessed with matters of style at this point.

· What is the heart of your academic interests at this point?  If it is within your major, what area specifically?  How do some of the courses from outside your major contribute to this interest?  If it is outside your major, how does your major contribute to your interest?

· What three classes have been the most important in shaping your academic/career interests?  Why?  Be specific.

· Outside of class, what two experiences have been most important in shaping your academic/career interests?

· Will you be writing a thesis?  If so, what topic or topics are you likely to address?  What makes those interesting to you?

· What do you consider your two most important non-academic activities?  What makes these important?

· Provide two examples of your leadership within the last three years.  (Please note that these may not have anything to do with formal leadership roles.)

· What do you want to get from graduate study?  What knowledge or skills do you want to gain?  What kinds of faculty, facilities, and fellow students are you hoping to encounter?

· Is there anything else you think someone evaluating your candidacy should know about you (for example, obstacles you have overcome, unusual circumstances regarding your education, etc.)?

